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integrity of a personal information data base containing personal information 
provided by multiple users. The method includes: 

a. obtaining a user's personal information from the user; 

b. obtaining a first set of physiological identifiers associated 
5 with the user; 

c. storing, in a digital storage medium, a data set pertinent to 
the user, the data set including the user's personal information and a 
representation of the physiological identifiers associated with the user; 

d. permitting a subject to modify information in the stored data 
10 set pertinent to the user only if (i) the subject provides a new set of physiological 

identifiers and (ii) it is determined, by recourse to the stored data set, that there is 
a sufficient match between at least one member in the new set and a 
corresponding member of the first set, so that the subject is authenticated as the 
user. 

15 What this embodiment may achieve in some aspects is a circumstance wherein 
individual identity may be established by a user in a proprietary database and 
wherein that identity is safeguarded. In this manner the user is put in control of 
the content relating to his identity, but parameters relevant to that identity may 
be changed only under conditions wherein the risk of identity theft is reduced. 

20 In a further embodiment, the method includes obtaining a user's medical 

information from the user, and the data set includes the user's medical 
information. 

Definitions. As used in this description and the accompanying claims, the 
following terms shall have the meanings indicated, unless the context otherwise 
25 requires: 

(i) A user's "personal information" includes (a) any alphanumeric identifier 
of a particular natural person used or issued by a governmental authority or a 
merchant in connection with the user, such as a credit card number of the user, 
the user's passport number, the user's social security number, the user's tax 
30 identification number, driver's licence number, checking account numbers, etc., 
together with the identity of the governmental authority, banking or financial 
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institution in each case; (b) the user's name; and (c) contact information pertinent 
to the user. Optionally, "personal information" may include any or all of the 
following: (i) any variant of the user's name used by such governmental authority 
or merchant and (ii) the particular contact information used by such 
5 governmental authority or merchant for communicating with the user. 

(ii) A "merchant" includes any banking or financial institution or any 
person or entity (including a retail establishment, hospital, or educational 
institution} providing services or goods for monetary consideration. 

(iii) "Contact information" pertinent to a natural person includes 

10 information pertinent to communicating with the person, such as the person's 
home or business address or telephone number or E-Mail address. 

(iv) A user's 'medical information" includes (a) the name of a natural 
person, in a caring relation to the user, whom the user wishes to be notified in the 
event of the user's illness, injury, or death and (b) contact information pertinent 

15 to the caring natural person. Optionally, "medical information" may include 
any or all of the following: (i) medical treatment information, including medical 
conditions (such as allergy to penicillin) and religious requirements (for example 
barring blood transfusions), important to treating the user under emergency 
circumstances; (ii) information concerning participation by the user in any organ 

20 donor program; (iii) health proxy and living will information, concerning scope 
of medical treatment desired by the user under severe medical circumstances; 
(iv) the name of any person holding a health proxy of the user and contact 
information pertinent to such person; and (v) health provider and health 
insurance information pertinent to the user. 

25 (v) A "physiological identifier associated with a user" is physiological 

feature of the user, capable of uniquely identifying the user, such as, for example, 
the appearance of the user's face, a fingerprint of the user, the configuration of an 
iris in an eye of the user, the user's voice or speech (that is, characteristics of 
utterances of the user), a sample of the user's DNA, or the sequence of a relevant 

30 portion of such a DNA sample. 

(vi) A "representation" of a physiological identifier is an abstraction, 
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capable of being stored in a digital storage medium, of the physiological 
identifier, that retains characteristics of the identifier to a degree sufficient to 
permit reasonably reliable discrimination between the user and another natural 
person. The abstraction may, for example, be a digitized photograph of the user's 
5 face, and the photograph may be manually or automatically compared with the 
face of a subject purporting to be the user. 

(vii) The term "set" is used in the mathematical sense, and a "set" is not 
empty; that is, a "set" has at least one member. 

(viii) A "multiplicity" of terminals means at least three terminals. 

10 (ix) A "physiological identifier transducer" includes any device (such as a 

fingerprint reader or a voice terminal /analyzer) that transforms physical 
information, derived from a physiological feature of a human subject that is 
capable of uniquely identifying the subject, into computer-readable data useful 
for identifying the subject. 

15 (x) An account that "authorizes the transfer of funds" is one such as a 

checking account, a debit card account, or a credit card account. 

(xi) An account that is "based on the extension of credit to the account 
holder" includes a wide variety of account relationships, including those based 
on the furnishing of goods or services wherein the cost of the goods or services is 

20 billed to the recipient or to a third party after the account is opened. Examples 
include health care services billed to an insurer, stock brokerage margin accounts, 
etc. 

In a series of further and important embodiments, the first set of 
physiological identifiers may include a plurality of members. In this way, the 

25 level of reliability in determination of authenticity may be selected in accordance 
with requirements of existing circumstances. For example, embodiments of the 
invention include methods and systems wherein the first set of identifiers 
includes at least one member selected from the group consisting of a fingerprint 
of the user and the configuration of an iris in an eye of the user and at least one 

30 member selected from the group consisting of characteristics of utterances of the 
user and the appearance of the user's face. These two groups offer differing levels 
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of reliability— fingerprints and iris configuration offering potentially greater 
reliability than characteristics of utterances of the user and the appearance of the 
user's face, since both utterances and facial appearance can be disguised. On the 
other hand, it may be more convenient to utilize characteristics of utterances or 
5 facial appearance for authentication. In circumstances where such convenience 
outweighs the risks associated with the reduced level of reliability, these forms of 
authentication may be used, even though more reliable forms of authentication 
might be required, for example, for user modification of data in the user's data 
set. 

10 A related embodiment of a system in accordance with the present 

invention provides a multiplicity of remotely distributed terminals in 
communication with the data base, and each terminal includes a physiological 
identifier transducer and a communication link to a merchant. (The 
communication link may be as simple as a telephone connection, or it may be a 

15 data network directly to the merchant or indirectly over a path that includes the 
data base, or it may be over the Internet.) In this fashion, a user may, for example, 
enter into a transaction with the merchant over the Internet or over the 
telephone, and then physically go to a location near the user where a terminal is 
located, and use the terminal to authenticate the transaction. Or the transaction 

20 may be entered into at the terminal at substantially the same time as it is 
authenticated. Transactions wherein this system may be used include, for 
example, those over a desired threshold amount. This system therefore includes a 
multi-user personal information data base, a multiplicity of remotely distributed 
terminals in communication with the data base and having a communication link 

25 with a merchant, and an authenticity checker which determines whether there is 
a sufficient match between the output of a physiological identifier transducer 
attributable to a subject purporting to be a user and a physiological identifier in 
the first. The data base includes, for each user, a data set pertinent to such user, 
and the data set including such user's personal information obtained from the 

30 user and a representation of a first set of physiological identifiers associated with 
the user. 
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In a further embodiment of methods and systems in accordance with the 
present invention, a subject is permitted to modify information in the stored data 
set only if the subject provides the new set of physiological identifiers under a 
condition permitting verification, independent of the physiological identifiers, 
5 that the new set is being provided by the person purporting to provide them. 
Such a condition may include the physical presence of the subject when 
providing the new set. Alternatively, or in addition, the condition may include 
having the subject provide the new set when prompted to do so or having the 
subject provide a non-physiological identifier. The non-physiological identifier 

10 may be selected from the group consisting of a password and a pass card. 
Alternatively, the non-physiological identifier is provided in the course of a 
session, over a computer network, employing a user's public and private keys. 

In yet another related embodiment, there is provided a method for 
authenticating a user transaction. The method includes obtaining a test set of 

15 physiological identifiers from a subject purporting to be the user and accessing 
information in the data set pertinent to the user stored in accordance with 
embodiments previously described. The method also includes determining if 
there is a sufficient match between at least one member in the test set and a 
corresponding physiological identifier represented in the data set. In a further 

20 related embodiment, the database is accessible via a server at a first location; 
obtaining the test of physiological identifiers is performed at a second location 
remote from the first location; and determining if there is a sufficient match 
includes communicating with the server from the second location over a 
network. The network may, for example, be a global communication network, 

25 such as the Internet. Optionally, obtaining the test set of physiological identifiers 
is performed under supervision of a merchant. As an additional option, 
determining if there is a sufficient match may be performed without revealing 
content of the first data set to the merchant. Indeed, the entire data base may be 
maintained in a manner that it is confidential to the merchant. 

30 In further related embodiments, the transaction is a change of address for 

an account. In another embodiment, the transaction is an application to open an 
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account. In either of these embodiments, the account may be one that authorizes 
the transfer of funds. Alternatively, or in addition, the account may be based on 
the extension of credit to the account holder. 

In another further related embodiment, the transaction is an application to 
5 a government agency for one of a license and a renewal of a license. The license 
may be, for example, a driver's license or a passport, or a professional license. 
Alternatively, the transaction is an application to a government agency for one of 
an identification token and a renewal of an identification token. The identification 
token, for example, may be an identification card or a social security number. 
10 In another embodiment, the invention provides a digital storage medium 

on which has been recorded a multi-user personal information data base. The 
data base includes, for each user; a data set pertinent to such user. This data set 
includes: 

(a) such user's personal information obtained from the user; 
15 (b) an authentication set of physiological identifiers associated with the 

user; and 

(c) such user's emergency information obtained from the user. 
In yet another embodiment the invention provides a system for updating 
a personal information database containing a data set for each one of multiple 
20 users. Each data set including a user's personal information and a representation 
of a first set of physiological identifiers associated with the user. The system of 
this embodiment includes: 

a physiological identifier transducer having an output representing a 
physiological identifier associated with a subject; 
25 a user access authorization module, coupled to the physiological identifier 

transducer, the database, for determining whether the output of the 
physiological identifier transducer sufficiently matches the representation of the 
first set of physiological identifiers, so that the subject is authenticated as the 
user; 

30 a user data set access module, coupled to the user access authorization 

module and to the database, for accessing the user data set, in the event that the 
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w access authorization module has authenticated the subject as the use, and 

^pe—theusettoupdatesuchuse.scot.espondinsdatasettnthe 

database. 

gjjpfpo crri ptinn of the D rawings 
T*e foregoing features of the invention wil. be more readily understood 

accompanying drawings, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram of a preferred embodiment of a method m 
10 accordance with the present invention; „ mnl „ ve dfor 
Fig. 2 is a block diagram of an embodiment of the invention employed 
authentication of a transaction; 

Kg 3 is illustrates in schematic form a structure for a database 
accordance with an embodiment of the present invenfon; 

providing a system for updating a personal information database contammg 
data set for each one of multiple users; 

Fig. 5 is a block diagram illustrating operation of the user access 

authorization module 43 of Fig. 4; accorda nce with 

,„ K g 6 is a block diagram of an embodiment of a system m 

• iHine a multiplicity of remotely distributed termmals 

the present invention providing a mumpncuy 

m communication with a multi-user personal information data base. 

DeSajleADescriptica^^ 

ta an important embodiment, the present invention provides for muMple 

25 users a central registration o, information that is of critical importance to 

randsuchinformaHonincludeswhatwehavedefinedaboveaspersoal 

information content is established and modifiable only by the u^r (or 
optionally by a parent or guardian). Furthermore, the informahon is sub,ect 

Also, in this embodiment, information pertment to the user 
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only on a selected basis to authorized parties and in accordance the appropriate 
context. Finally, the registration system in accordance with this embodiment may 
be managed in cooperation with law enforcement agencies to deter fraudulent 
use by providing physiological identifiers in the form, for example, of 
5 photographs and fingerprints, when probable cause has been established for 
disclosure to law enforcement agencies, as evidenced by the issuance of a search 
warrant. 

An information registry that is consistently managed in accordance with 
the embodiment described in the previous paragraph may be expected to become 

10 a trusted source of the information which it stores, updated contact information. 
We have referred above to a "physiological identifier associated with a 
user" as a physiological characteristic of the user, capable of uniquely identifying 
the user. We gave as examples, the appearance of the user's face, a fingerprint of 
the user, the configuration of an iris in an eye of the user, characteristics of the 

15 user's voice or speech (i.e, characteristics of utterances of the user), a sample of 
the user's DNA, or the sequence of a relevant portion of such a DNA sample. 
Further information about the technology associated with the use of 
physiological identifiers of this nature in a computing environment appears in an 
article by G. Gunnerson, "Are you ready for Biometrics?", 18 PC Magazine, No. 4, 

20 160-178 (February 23, 1999). This article, which is incorporated herein by 
reference in its entirety, discloses commercially available products to protect 
against unauthorized computer system access by utilization of a physiological 
identifier such as fingerprint, facial appearance, and characteristics of one's voice 
and speech, sometimes in tandem with a non-physiological identifier such as a 

25 smart card or a password. See also the content, which is hereby incorporated 

herein by reference in its entirety, of the following web sites: www.biometrics.org 
(The Biometric Consortium), www.emory.edu/BUSINESS/et/biometric/ 
(biometric technology explained at Emory University site), 
http://webusers.anet-stl.com/~wrogers/biometrics/ (The Biometric Digest). 

30 In Fig. 1 is shown a block diagram of a preferred embodiment of a method 

in accordance with the present invention. This embodiment includes two phases, 
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an enrollment phase 111 and a modification phase 112. In the enrollment phase, 
personal information is obtained from the user in box 11. Optionally medical 
information is also obtained from the user. Next in box 12 there is obtained a first 
set of physiological identifiers associated with the user. In box 13 the user data 
5 set, which includes the user's personal information (and optionally medical 
information obtained from the user) and a representation of the physiological 
identifiers associated with the user, is stored in the database. 

In the modification phase 112, a subject is permitted to modify data in the 
user's data set if it is determined that the subject is the user. In box 14, there is 

10 received a new set of physiological identifiers from the subject. In box 15, there is 
conducted a test to determine whether there is a sufficient match between the 
new set of physiological identifiers and the first set of physiological identifiers 
obtained in box 12. If the match is not sufficient, then in box 17 it is prohibited to 
modify the data set. Alternatively, if the match is sufficient, then, in box 16, the 

15 subject (who is authenticated as the user) is permitted to modify the data set. 
Once the enrollment phase 111 is complete, so that a first set of 
physiological identifiers has been obtained from the user, it is possible to use the 
enrolled information to authenticate a transaction in a manner generally 
analogous to the modification phase 112 discussed above in connection with Fig. 

20 1. Fig. 2 thus presents a block diagram of an embodiment of the invention 
employed for authentication of a transaction in a manner analogous to the 
modification phase 112 of Fig. 1. Thus in box 24 there is received a test set of 
physiological identifiers from the subject. In box 25, there is conducted a test to 
determine whether there is a sufficient match between the test set of 

25 physiological identifiers and the first set of physiological identifiers obtained in 
box 12. It the match is not sufficient, then in box 27 it is prohibited to modify the 
data set. Alternatively, if the match is sufficient, then, in box 26, the subject (who 
is authenticated as the user) is permitted to modify the data set. 

In Fig. 3 is illustrated in schematic form a structure for a database in 

30 accordance with an embodiment of the present invention. Row 311 illustrates a 
record for user 2. A first portion 31 of the record is used to store user 1 personal 
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information. Another portion 32 of the record is used to store a set of 
physiological identifiers associated with user 1 . Another portion 33 of the record 
is used to store emergency information pertinent to user 1. A similar structure is 
employed for each other user, illustrated in row 341 for user n, so that a first 
5 portion 34 of the record stores user n personal information, a second portion 35 
stores user n set of physiological identifiers, and a third portion 36 stores user n 
emergency information. Although the structure of the database illustrated here 
provides a contiguous record for each user, it is within the scope of the present 
invention to provide a database where the information associated with a given 

10 user is stored in a manner that the information associated with a given user is not 
contiguous. For example, the information for a given user may be stored in 
various elements in various locations and accessed by an index that is common to 
all elements for any given user. A wide range of data structures may be 
implemented in accordance with procedures known in the art. 

15 In Fig. 4 is shown a block diagram of an embodiment of the present 

invention providing a system for updating a personal information database 41 
containing a data set for each one of multiple users. Each data set, as described in 
connection with Fig. 3, includes a user's personal information and a 
representation of a first set of physiological identifiers associated with the user. 

20 The system of this embodiment includes a physiological identifier transducer 42 
having an output representing a physiological identifier associated with a 
subject. A user access authorization module 43, triggered by user input 46, is 
coupled to the physiological identifier transducer 42 and also to the database 41. 
This module obtains from the database 41 the representation of the first set of 

25 physiological identifiers associated with the user who the subject purports to be. 
The representation data is compared with the output of the physiological 
identifier transducer 42 to determine whether there is a sufficient match between 
the first set of physiological identifiers and the physiological identifier data 
produced by the transducer 42. When the match is sufficient, the subject is 

30 authenticated as the user. 

The output of the user access authorization module 43 is provided to the 
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user data set access module 44. The user data set access module 44 is coupled to 
the user access authorization module 43 and to the database 41. In the event that 
the user access authorization module 43 has authenticated the subject as the user, 
the user data set access module 44 accesses the user data set in the database 41. 
The user data set update module 45 is coupled to the user data set access module 
44, as well as to the database 41 and to the user input 46; the user data set update 
module 45 then permits the user to update such user's corresponding data set in 
the database. 

Fig. 5 illustrates operation of the user access authorization module 43 of 
Fig. 4. This module in fact includes three components. The first component is the 
physiological identifier data set fetch 51. This component obtains representation 
data from the database 41 pertaining to the first set of physiological identifiers 
associated with in the user who the subject purports to be. The component 51 
passes the data fetched to the physiological identifier data set comparator 52, 
which compares the fetched data with the data from the physiological identifier 
transducer 42. The authorization processor 53 takes the output of the comparator 
52 and provides an authorization signal to the user data set access module 44 in 
the event of a sufficient match found by the comparator 52. 

Fig. 6 is a block diagram of an embodiment of a system in accordance with 
the present invention providing a multiplicity of remotely distributed terminals 
in communication with a multi-user personal information data base. The multi- 
user database, item 61, is a database of the general type described above in 
connection with Figs. 1 through 4. The database includes a data set pertinent to 
each user. Each data set includes a first set of physiological identifiers associated 
with the user. Each data set also includes such user's personal information 
obtained from the user, and optionally such user's medical information. A 
multiplicity of remotely distributed terminals, shown here as items 66, 67, and 68, 
are in communication with the database 61 over one or more networks. For 
example, the terminals 66-68 may be in communication with the database 61 over 
the Internet. Each of these terminals may include similar components, and for 
convenience we discuss the components of terminal 66. The terminal of this 
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embodiment includes a fingerprint reader 62 and a voice terminal /analyzer 63. 
Each of the items 62 and 63 is, more broadly stated, a physiological identifier 
transducer, namely a device that transforms physical information, derived from a 
physiological feature of a human subject that is capable of uniquely identifying 
5 the subject, into computer-readable data useful for identifying the subject. 
(Alternatively or additionally, the physiological identifer transducer may be 
employed). Thus a user may utilize the fingerprint reader 62 and the voice 
terminal /analyzer 63 to provide a set of physiological identifiers that are 
represented and stored as part of such user's data set in the general manner 

10 described above in connection with Fig. 1. 

Alternatively, or in addition, the user may wish to authenticate a 
transaction being made with a merchant. In this connection, the user may utilize 
either the fingerprint reader 62 or the voice terminal/analyzer 63, or both of 
them, from which may be derived a test set of physiological identifiers in a 

15 manner described previously in connection with Fig. 2. The authenticity checker 
65 is then used to retrieve physiological identifier data stored as part of the user's 
data set in the database 61 and then to determine whether data from the test set 
of physiological identifiers sufficiently matches the corresponding retrieved data. 
The results of the match determination are then communicated with the 

20 merchant using the communication link 64. 

Although the authenticity checker 65 is shown in Fig. 6 as part of the 
terminal 66, it may in fact be located remotely from the terminal over a suitable 
network, and may be conveniently located at the same network node, for 
example, as the database 61. In such a case, the physiological identifier 

25 transducer data from the fingerprint reader 62 and the voice terminal /analyzer 
63 may be transmitted over the network to the remotely located authenticity 
checker for determination of the sufficiency of the match with the corresponding 
retrieved data. Similarly, the communication link 64 may optionally rim from a 
location other than the terminal to the merchant; for example, where the checker 

30 is physically adjacent to the database 61, the link 64 may run from the checker to 
the merchant. In a simple embodiment, the authenticity checker 65 is part of the 
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terminal 66 and includes a display for readout by a human operator; and the link 
64 is a manually operable telephone providing a dial-up telephone connection to 
the merchant. In this manner, a human operator may supervise operation of the 
physiological identifier transducers, and may telephone the merchant with the 
5 results of the authenticity checker. Alternatively, or in addition, the 

communication link 64 may be over a network, including over the Internet, and 
the results of the authenticity checker 65 may be automatically sent to the 
merchant. 

It is within the scope of embodiments of the present invention to provide 

10 in the manner described in connection with Fig. 6 a very large number of 

terminals dispersed over a geographically large region embracing one or more 
political subdivisions, countries, and even continents. The terminals may be 
located in pre-existing facilities of existing enterprises, such as banks, travel 
agencies, or insurance agencies. In this manner an individual may effectuate 

15 enrollment in accordance with Fig. 1 and later authenticate a transaction in the 
manner of Fig. 2 merely by going to a local terminal, with the result of the later 
authentication session being transmitted to the merchant via the communication 
link. As an alternative to using a terminal for authentication alone, it is equally 
possible to use a terminal to enter into the transaction simultaneously with the 

20 authentication process. 

In Fig. 6, we have shown use, in connection with a single database 61, of 
two different types of physiological identifiers, fingerprint and utterance 
characteristics, one type of which (fingerprint) is more reliable than the other 
(utterance characteristics). On the other hand, the use of utterance for 

25 authentication may be accomplished over a telephone without the need for the 
user to go to a different physical location. It is within the scope of an embodiment 
of the present invention to store data pertaining to a plurality of physiological 
identifiers, and, with respect to a given transaction or circumstance, to select an 
identifier for authentication purposes that offers a desired trade-off between 

30 convenience and reliability. In other words, the use of a plurality of physiological 
identifiers permits adjustment of the reliability of the physiological identifier (by 
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selecting the appropriate type of identifier) to suit a desired level of reliability 
and therefore, for example, pricing. While Fig. 6 has illustrated fingerprint and 
utterance characteristics as the physiological identifiers utilized, other 
combinations may be utilized, for example, iris configuration and facial 
5 appearance. 

The telephone may be used for providing an utterance for authentication 
in a manner previously described. In this context, although in Fig. 6 we have 
shown the physiological identifier transducer for utterances as a voice 
terminal /analyzer, in fact in related embodiments, the analyzer may be located 

10 remotely from the voice terminal. For example, the voice terminal may be as 
simple as a telephone in communication over a telephone line with a remotely 
located analyzer, and the analyzer may, for example, be physically adjacent to the 
database 61. In this manner may institute a telephone call to a central facility that 
includes the database 61, and the user's utterance may be analyzed with the 

15 resulting data run through an authenticity checker and the results provided to 
the merchant. In lieu of a telephone call to the central facility, the communication 
of the utterance may be over the Internet. Such an approach, while not as reliable 
as one that utilizes a human-monitored fingerprint reader, nevertheless provides 
a physiological identifier that lowers the risk of a fraudulent transaction. In other 

20 words, telephone authentication is well suited to circumstances where remote 
authentication is desired but physically distributed terminals of the type shown 
in Fig. 6 are not convenient. 

An authentication system of the type described in various embodiments 
may be employed in a wide range of circumstances, including not only E- 

25 commerce but also, for example, distance learning and examination taking. In 
distance learning, the authentication system can be used to confirm actual 
attendance by persons purporting to be enrolled, and in examination taking, to 
confirm the authenticity of persons taking examinations. Thus, a system of the 
present type may be employed in any situation where a person is not physically 

30 present or is incapacitated, so normal in-person authentication is not possible or 
is difficult, and another party needs information about the person for the conduct 
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of some transaction or matter. 

The use of the various embodiments described above can reduce the risk 
of identity theft, because a merchant, intending to rely on the implicit 
representation that a subject is the one who the subject purports to be, now has 
5 the benefit of a physiological identifier (as opposed to merely a password, etc., 
which may be stolen) confirming the subject's authenticity. Moreover, in a case 
where identity has already be stolen and a fraud perpetrated, a victim who has 
previously established a user data record in a multi-user personal information 
data base of the type described above may utilize the information in the user data 
10 record to reestablish identity with one or more merchants. Indeed, an imposter 
who seeks to steal the identity of a user having a data record that is registered in 
the multi-user database, under circumstances where a reliable physiological 

5 

2 identifier is employed to authenticate a transaction, must risk giving a 

J fingerprint, for example, to the organization managing the multi-user database. 

S 15 Because the imposter's fingerprint may then be accessed by law enforcement 

U officials, for example, using normal warrant procedures, the chances of successful 

~ fraud are significantly reduced and a significant deterrent to fraud is also 

™ provided. 

y Another context in which systems of the present type are applicable in 

h 20 various embodiments is in connection with access to a user's medical 

" ? information. Although access to a user's personal information (as defined above) is 

desirably restricted to merchants under controlled circumstances, access to at 
least some of a user's medical information (as defined above) (even when in the 
same database as the user's personal information) may be made more broadly 
25 available to health care providers when a user is physically incapacitated. In this 
context it is convenient for the user to carry a card or other token to indicate that 
the user has provided medical information to the applicable multi-user database 
and even to identify in some manner (for example, by record number or a 
suitable alphanumeric identifier) the particular data record applicable to the 
30 user's medical information. (Similarly, such an identifier may confirm to 

merchants that the user's personal information has been stored in the database, 
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as well as to facilitate look up of data in the data base.) A health care provider 
may then use information about the user to access pertinent medical information 
of the user. In this fashion, for example, the health care provider can have 
information permitting persons in a caring relationship to the user to be notified, 
5 and health care providers may be informed of information affecting treatment of 
the user. Current information about the status of the user's regular health care 
provider and health insurance may also be provided in this manner. 

In implementing various embodiments described above, it is desirable for 
the manager of the database to prompt the user on a periodic basis, for example 

10 yearly, for an update of the user's personal information and medical information. 
When updated information is received, the data set of the user can be modified 
when appropriate authentication, as described, for example, in connection with 
Fig. 1, has been obtained from the user. It is a feature of embodiments of the 
present invention that the user's data set cannot be modified, for example, by a 

15 credit reporting agency, but only by the user on proper authentication. Given the 
inherent reliability of a database administered in this manner, it is within the 
scope of embodiments of the present invention to permit the database 
administrator on appropriate user authorization to provide change of address 
information, for example, to merchants. 

20 Pursuant to a further embodiment of the present invention, the sponsor of 

a personal information data base of the type disclosed herein may provide a 
guarantee to a credit card issuer or other merchant that if the merchant first 
utilizes the sponsor's data base to authenticate the contact information or a 
change of address (offered by a purported user) before the merchant extends 

25 credit or effectuates a change of address, for example, then the liability of the 

merchant for a fraudulent transaction may be reduced or eliminated. In this way, 
the sponsor may provide a financial incentive to the merchant and justify 
charging the merchant for the opportunity to utilize the database. 

It should be noted that various embodiments of the present invention do 

30 not require providing the merchant directly with personal data in the data base. 
Instead, for example, when a transaction is being authenticated, the merchant 
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* # 

need provide the data base sponsor only with a user's physiological identifier(s) 
(or a representation thereof) and a user's purported identity; the sponsor, upon 
checking the data base, can thereupon inform the merchant that, for the 
purported individual, there is a match between the physiological identifier(s) in 
5 the data base and the physiological identifier(s) obtained by the merchant. The 
match determination may be carried out under control of the data base sponsor, 
or, alternatively, under control of the merchant. 

An institution such as a bank, in cooperation with the sponsor of a data 
base administered in accordance with various embodiments described above, 

10 may offer a service, to protect a user, in which a user requires authentication, via 
use of the data base, of any check written over a certain amount. Indeed, such an 
approach may be utilized in connection not only with respect to a check but also 
with respect to any mechanism (credit or debit card transaction, electronic wallet 
transaction, digital money transaction, etc.) by which funds may be transferred. 

15 The user may require authentication (via utilization of the data base) for any 
instance in which the funds to be transferred exceed a specified amount. In a 
related embodiment, the user may establish a list of exceptions to the 
authentication requirement, so that checks can be conveniently written to a 
spouse, etc. 
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